Galloping gazettE

July 2021 - Happy 40th Anniversary!
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your donations at work

YOU TALK, WE LISTEN!

Member moment

This year marks the 40th anniversary
of The Horse Park at Woodside! We’ve
come a long way from the early days
of jumping coops near the cows in
Guernsey Field. Our incredible facility
evolution reflects the significant
generosity of donors large and small
who have contributed to our non
profit
organization
from
the
beginning.

Thanks to all who filled out The Horse
Park Board of Governors’ 2021 Member
Satisfaction Survey. Over 200 members
participated, and we are thrilled with
this meaningful response rate. Since
2018, the Park has issued surveys to
solicit member feedback. Your input is
critical to our efforts to make this most
special facility even better!

Max and Amanda have an infectious
enthusiasm, not just for life and
learning, but for the herd of animals
who round out their family. The
O’Krepkis live with their five dogs and
two cats in Redwood City, a mere 13
minute drive to the Park.

Bob Smith leased this land from
Stanford University back in 1981 and
with the help of four other visionaries,
created an eventing venue for training
and competition.
At its inception,
Bob had the novel idea to offer
memberships, so everyone had an
affordable place to ride and develop
their horses. Over the years, thanks to
the dedication and work of vital
volunteers and donors (including

We actively embrace a continual
improvement model at the Park. We
are proud to report that the overall
satisfaction with the facilities has
inched up, as shown in the pie chart. In
this year's survey, 46% of members
who
responded
were
extremely
satisfied and 45% were satisfied for a
total of 91%. In 2018, 36% of members
who
responded
were
extremely
satisfied and 52% were satisfied with
the facilities overall for a total of 88%.

A self-professed “education addict”,
Max has five degrees, including two
Masters,
in civil engineering and
public policy analysis. He’s just
finished up the latest degree at
Stanford and says he’s on a “horse
sabbatical”
over
the
summer.
Amanda has a Masters in engineering
and intends to go back to school in
the fall, so that she can ultimately
teach
at
community
college.
Currently, she tutors math students
from 6th grade on up through
Calculus 4.
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Guernsey Field

your donations at work (cont.)
you!), the Park has expanded to a multi-disciplinary
facility and a phenomenal training and recreation
ground for equestrians of all levels. We are proud to
host premiere competitions as well as schooling
shows, and clinics from basic horsemanship to elite
performance. Our mission to protect and preserve
the land is central in all our efforts, ensuring a
beautiful palette of nature for riders, dog walkers,
and people in the surrounding communities.
We’re putting together some special celebrations in
honor of this anniversary and we hope you’ll join us.
Look for 40th Anniversary caps coming soon, along
with an eBike raffle. Thank you for your ongoing
support of The Horse Park at Woodside. It really
does take a village!
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YOU TALK, WE LISTEN (cont.)
Our Park staff, led by Executive Director Steve Roon, is fully invested in the facility and members’ enjoyment. Your
appreciative praise for our terrific office and field staff is encouraging, and we’re grateful you took the time to
highlight particular individuals and projects. As you’ve realized, customer service is a priority!
We seriously try to address your suggestions for improvement. Based on previous surveys, we’ve directed significant
monies and effort into cross country maintenance and arena footing. It was gratifying to see you give high marks in
these areas on the 2021 survey.
Sometimes we are unable to take direct action in response to survey feedback because we are constrained by land use
options, cost, or other factors. For instance, we appreciate that our boarding community would like to have more
available turnouts. Like many facilities in the area, we are heavily restricted in land allocation for this purpose. The
Park recognizes the value of turnouts, however, and we are actively pursuing ways to expand these offerings.
This recent survey also noted that you missed the schooling shows in 2020. We too were very disappointed we weren’t
able to host them during the pandemic. While the rated shows had significant trained staff and processes in place to
run the shows safely, the schooling shows could not affordably meet that burden. Now that COVID restrictions have
eased, we are hosting schooling shows again this year. Check the Park calendar for dates.
Thanks again for taking the time to fill out the survey. We read all the comments, recognizing that your feedback is
invaluable. If you are interested in supporting a specific aspect of Park improvement, please contact Steve Roon
(steve@horsepark.org) or Board President Eileen Morgenthaler (eileen@horsepark.org). We do want to hear from you,
because the Park is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that depends upon the ideas, efforts and donations of its
cherished membership.
-

Feeling charitable after that lovely ride at the Park? We are most grateful for every donation, no matter the amount, as
every contribution supports Park improvements. They all help keep this 501(c)(3) running! Thank you!

DONATE
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Member Moment (cont.)
Amanda grew up in rural Virginia,riding friends’ horses and going on trail rides. She started playing polo when she
went to Virginia Tech, but didn’t get seriously into riding until three years ago when they moved to California.
Someone recommended she take lessons with John Robertson of Tayside Sport Horses, and she got hooked on
eventing, now competing with her quarter horse Nugget.
Growing up outside New Orleans, Max had a fascination with horses that blossomed into a passion after he met
Amanda at Virginia Tech. When they came west, he started taking lessons with John as well, and in spite of Amanda’s
misgivings about a rookie buying a five year old Thoroughbred/Clydesdale, Max followed John’s advice and started
his partnership with Sully. “We were both about as green as the grass when I bought him two years ago. But he’s got
a terrific personality and I feel obnoxious because all I do is brag about him every day. He tries so hard, is so willing
and kind, athletic and clever. He takes really good care of me.”
Nugget and Sully are the two horses the couple rides now, but they own four others. Three are in retirement
elsewhere, the other is leased to one of John’s clients. Between the two of them, Max and Amanda are at the Park
pretty much every day, because they also bring their dogs to run. The oldest is now blind, so prefers to stay home.
The other four are herding dogs, various mixes of border collie, Australian shepherd, cattle dog, collie and husky.
Rounding out the family are two cats, one of which came in on a hay truck at a friend’s barn. Oh, and they have a
saltwater aquarium, a coral reef tank.
When not at the Park, they’re avid readers, with Amanda kidding that “normal people don’t read books like Max
reads!” He’s into the “Three Body Problem”, a science fiction trilogy that’s a play on a physics problem. As for Amanda,
she just finished “The Book of Eels”, which she says was a surprisingly interesting book on the NY Times bestseller list.
As for their connection to the Park, Amanda says they appreciate that it’s such a special place in the middle of an
urban area, where you get to look out over open land to the mountains. Max adds, “We love it and are especially
mindful of that this past COVID year. I’m not sure there’s anything more humbling than really connecting to your
horse and doing the things we do, and The Horse Park at Woodside is such an amazing facility to make that happen!"

Remember! It's easy to support the Park by shopping at AmazonSmile. Just go to smile.amazon.com and choose
The Horsepark at Woodside Ltd. as your recipient and we get a small cut of proceeds, at no cost to you!
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