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YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK

THE PARK SAYS YES TO 'NOPE'

Member momenT

Bentley, Meet Steph

Flowers, Lee, and Pups

The Horse Park at Woodside recently
opened its gates to Hollywood, after a
location scout for a major studio
decided this was the place to film a
commercial for Jordan Peele's new film
“Nope". Bentley, a horse owned by
Tayside Sport Horses, briefly shared the
screen with basketball legend Steph
Curry.
(cont. pg 2)

For 20 years, Stephanie Flowers
and Margie Lee have been
walking their dogs together at the
Park. Stephanie, an equine vet,
and Margie, a farrier, developed a
mutual
respect
when
collaborating on various horses.
Then the dogs took over, and the
pair became fast friends who love
to run their canines in the
peaceful dusk of the Park.
(cont. pg 4)

Footing and Fences!
Spring always marks a time of great
activity at the Park with cleaning,
sprucing and general maintenance.
Your generous contributions allow
us
to
transcend
simple
improvements and make changes
that meaningfully better the Park
for our whole community. This year
brings exciting new projects from
your impactful giving, thank you to
all our donors!!
(cont. pg 3)

PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE

“The one who plants trees, knowing that they will never sit in their shade has at least started to understand the meaning of life.”
-Rabindranath Tagore
The Park would like to welcome our newest long-term boarders, the Oak Tree family! This
winter, thanks to the generosity of local native plant enthusiast Mike Wong, we introduced 100
Blue Oak (Quercus douglasii), 15 Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia), and 10 Valley Oak (Quercus
lobata) seedlings to our South Pasture area.
(cont. pg 3)
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the park says yes to 'nope' (cont.)
Frameworks Studio ran the production, amassing a crew of 80 people from Tuesday April 10th through the weekend,
taking over the covered arena to build a film set. Steel decking that was used in the Oscars, was trucked in for the base.
On top of the deck was a a regulation NBA basketball half court with a custom backboard. Mounted on large metal
trusses, all of the interior and exterior walls were aluminum panels painted to look like distressed barn wood. Windows
were cut, with large external mirrors and stage lights to duplicate sun coming in. Executive Director Steve Roon and
staff helped with the props, including Bentley for his cameo. Sunday was dress rehearsal day, and Monday brought
Steph Curry for 90 minutes of live shooting. With that a wrap, tear-down started and by Tuesday evening, the arena was
back to normal.
Here’s a link to the commercial, which debuted at the NBA Playoffs last weekend:
https://www.frameworkla.com/projects/nope
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EHV1 INFORMATION
The Park has now reopened to our members! Thank you for your patience and support as we complied
with CFDA recommendations to help curb the significant EHV-1 virus outbreak in California. We are so
grateful to our equestrian community's unified dedication to put horses' welfare first. We will continue
to advise distancing protocols to promote the safety and health of all our horses.
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your donations at work (cont.)
As we prepare to shift into gear for the 2022 season we
are installing new footing and additional railing for our
Hunter II show arena (within the larger Bay Arena footprint). This space is also used for a dressage court
during our three horse trials. The significant Hunter II
footing and fencing project was made possible by: 1) a very special gift from a hunter family honoring a
beloved family member, 2) collective monies raised during the Barn Challenge fundraiser conducted during
West Palms Events’ two Silicon Valley Classics H/J shows, and 3) the support of GGT footing, Tractor Dean
and West Palms Events. We so appreciate our H/J community! We can’t wait to see you enjoying this
beautiful updated arena.
Our cross-country course will have some really exciting new elements this year thanks to your donations! We
received a load of incredible wood from downed trees. This reusable building material combined with
fabulous new jump designs has resulted in special new obstacles. We are looking to bring excitement to our
lower level tracks with fun new challenges as well as stately large fences for the upper levels. Thank you to
our lead donor whose gift made this a reality, and thanks to all those who contributed to this project.
With your support we can ensure more footing and fencing improvements this year. We are working on
Grand Prix in gate upgrades as well as better VIP viewing areas. We hope to raise more funds this season to
redo Jumper II (part of Bay Arena) footing in the same manner as Hunter II. Our goal is to provide the best
footing, jumps, and showing experience possible for you and your horses. Thank you for helping us to
achieve this!

PLANTING FOR THE FUTURE (CONT.)
The pasture was a hub of activity as we
hosted three volunteer work days in
order to prepare the site, plant, and cage
all the trees.
According to our Land Management
specialist Wyllie Clayson, “Oak woodlands
in California have been on the decline for
decades. It's great to work with The

Feeling charitable after that lovely ride at the Park? We are most grateful for every donation, no matter the amount, as
every contribution supports Park improvements. They all help keep this 501(c)(3) running! Thank you!

DONATE
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Member Moment (cont.)

$10K Equestrian Merit Scholarship
High School Seniors, apply now!
Sponsored by The Mounted Patrol Foundation
and the Woodside-area Horse Owners
Association
https://whoa94062.org/merit-scholarshipapplication/

As a kid, Margie jumped horses in Guernsey Field, and when it became CTETA, evented her thoroughbred Nobs there.
Nowadays she has a Dutch warmblood nicknamed Al, and rides dressage and trails. Stephanie doesn’t have a horse, but
knows the community as she’s been a vet in the area for 25 years, first at PenEq, then in private practice.
She and Stephanie started walking Margie’s Jack Russell, Wizzie, at the Park in 1999, before there was such a thing as a
dog membership. Inspired, Stephanie got a white American Bulldog called Baxter, who became a fixture on the cross
country course for almost 15 years. Says Stephanie, “Everyone knew Baxter…just like everyone knows Margie. He has a
memorial near the water complex. It has a frog on it because he was always fascinated by the polliwogs. Baxter was just
the sweetest dog, and smart. He was a good ambassador for the breed as he looked like a pit bull but acted like a
Golden.” Baxter made friends with a chronic runaway blue pit bull from the surrounding neighborhood, who regularly
showed up at the Park. His name was Ouzo. The eighth time Stephanie caught him to take him home, she ended up
keeping him as the owners were tired of his running and didn’t want to pay for a needed ACL surgery.
Since then, Stephanie and Margie have brought a host of other canine family members to the Park, with the most recent
addition to their flock being a 10-year-old rescue pit called Pluto. Stephanie is a wealth of knowledge about how dogs
get along. For instance, many small animal vets are recommending spaying or neutering puppies later, to stave off
health issues. Unfortunately, in the case of an intact male, other dogs smell its hormones and can respond aggressively
and attack it, regardless of how friendly that puppy is. A fascinating conundrum.
Stephanie’s favorite thing about the Park is that the dogs can be off leash in a big area, to socialize and have fun. “There’s
no other place to go where we can have that kind of space and let dogs be dogs.” In addition, Margie says, “It’s a place
where animals have a way to move through an urban environment. It’s a corridor from 280 through The Horse Park to
Jasper Ridge. So we have eagles, falcons, kites…all kinds of birds of prey, all kinds of snakes. We’ve seen owls there too.
The Park has been such a good steward for that land, returning the native grasses which are really important to native
birds. And we have milkweed, so the monarchs come. I feel very lucky that an extra benefit is that we get to walk there.”
Margie grew up in Portola Valley in a family whose philosophy was that you did things for the betterment of the
environment and people. Her grandfather was one of the founders of the Palo Alto Medical Foundation. Margie turned
her attention to improving the lot of horses, and became the only woman president of the American Farrier’s
Association. “Our core mission is to improve the state of farriery so we improve the state of the horse. If we can educate
people, we’ll make horseshoeing better from the bottom up. People learn by watching others. Since the founding 50
years ago, the care of horses’ feet has improved dramatically.” Unfortunately says Margie, there are still far fewer women
farriers in this country compared to Canada and Sweden!
Asked what people should know about Stephanie, Margie says, “They already know she’s amazing…when you meet her,
you know that. She’s really knowledgeable…about everything! And she can catch frogs in the dark. Oh, and she makes
unbelievable toffee.” As for Margie, Stephanie says, “She’s artistic and creative…makes so many beautiful things. And of
course, everyone knows her…she is fun and outgoing.” Margie has the last word as it relates to the Park: “Hopefully this
little piece of land is inspiring people to take care of other pieces. Move people forward and up, but don’t forget to take
care of the environment.”

Remember! It's easy to support the Park by shopping at AmazonSmile. Just go to smile.amazon.com and choose
The Horsepark at Woodside Ltd. as your recipient and we get a small cut of proceeds, at no cost to you!
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